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• 116th Congressional Overview

• Grassroots Advocacy 

• Policy Meeting Overview

• How to Get Involved 

• Questions
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• Donald S. Karcher, MD, FCAP

• Chair of the Council on Government and 

Professional Affairs

• CAP Board of Governors
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Welcome 

• David Gang, MD, FCAP

• Chair of the Federal and State Affairs Committee

• Member of the House of Delegates 
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Welcome 

• Jennifer Forsyth, MD, FCAP

• Member of the Federal and State 

Affairs Committee
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There’s a New Congress in Town…
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Current Political Environment

• 2019 began with a divided 

Congress and a government 

shutdown

o House shifted to Democratic control with 235-

197 margin

o Senate remained in Republican control with a 

53-47 advantage

• Expect health care to remain a 

focus for Congress in 2019 as it 

was a hot topic during the 2018 

midterm elections 
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House breakdown

Senate breakdown
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CAP Advocacy Priorities

• Protect the value of pathology services

• Ensure pathologists can participate in quality payment models/initiatives

• Reduce regulatory burdens on pathologists and laboratories

• Mobilize CAP members for political action
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Change Stems from Countless of Efforts 
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Why become an advocate?
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PathNET Action Center 
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Policy Meeting Overview 

• April 29: CAP’s Policy Agenda

o Regulatory and legislative issues

o Guest speakers, panels, and discussion

• April 30: Grassroots Training

o Hill Day legislative ask

o What to expect in a congressional meeting

o Prep time with your delegation

• May 1st: Hill Day

o Meet face-to-face with members of Congress and legislative aides as part of our Hill Day.
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Member’s Schedule
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From left to right: Senator Deb 

Fischer (R-NE); and Gene 

Herbek, MD, FCAP

What does a Successful Meeting Look Like?

• The best stories are ones that move their 

hearts and minds

o Don’t get buried in the weeds

o Relate the story to the legislative ask

• What is at stake:

o How will it impact patients 

o Legislators and staff need to understand from your 

perspective what is happening
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How to Get Involved?

• Decisions made without input from key stakeholders may impact your 

profession. If you don’t speak up who will?

• Join PathNET and respond to Action Alerts

• Register to attend the 2019 Policy Meeting!

• Join the American Medical Association and get involved with your State 

Pathology Society
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Questions 

16



© College of American Pathologists.


