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Certainty of Evidence Grades'

Grade Definition

High There is high confidence that available evidence reflects true effect. Further research is very
unlikely to change the confidence in the estimate of effect.

Moderate There is moderate confidence that available evidence reflects true effect. Further research is
likely to have an important impact on the confidence in estimate of effect and may change the
estimate.

Low There is limited confidence in the estimate of effect. The true effect may be substantially
different from the estimate of the effect.

Very Low There is very little confidence in the estimate of effect. The true effect is likely to be
substantially different from the estimate of effect. Any estimate of effect is very uncertain.

Strength of Recommendations’

Category Definition Rationale

Strong Recommend for or against a particular Supported by high or moderate quality of

Recommendation  practice (Can include “must” or “should”) evidence and clear benefit that

outweighs any harms.

Conditional Recommend for or against a particular Some limitations in quality of evidence

Recommendation  practice (Can include “should” or “may”) (moderate to very low), balance of

benefits and harms, values, or costs but
panel concludes that there is sufficient
evidence and/or benefit to inform a
recommendation.
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